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and particularly the highly symbolic character of the great utterances, 
have precluded the general use of this most significant portion of the 
Old Testament. 

There has been greatly needed a popular textbook that should make 
the prophetic writings accessible and intelligible. From the mass of 
prophecies those which are most significant must be selected, arranged 
in chronological order, and given their historical setting. And this 
cannot be done by giving the student references to his Bible. Any 
scheme of arrangement that would be scientific would be too complicated 
to follow. And there would be loss of the sense of literary unity and 
power. The only possible method is to reprint such portions of the 
significant prophecies as are suitable, and in such a way that the literary 
form may be clear. And it is very desirable that the translation should 
be occasionally amended. 

Such a textbook 1 for the prophets has at last appeared in the "Con- 
structive Bible Studies" series. In Miss Chamberlin's Hebrew Prophets, 
the arrangement of the material, the succinct introductions, the excellent 
footnotes, the illustrations, make the prophetic writings as available for 
high-school students as this difficult literature can be. And doubtless 
when the promised Teacher's Manual is published, an intelligent Sunday- 
school teacher will be able to conduct the course with great satisfaction. 
The thorough scholarship of the book, including the correctness of the 
new translations and of the strophic arrangements, is insured, as the 
author and editor point out, by the criticism of Professor J. M. P. Smith. 

Theodore Gerald Soares 
The University of Chicago 



THE GOSPEL OF MARK 

The value for the pulpit of the great texts of the Bible is scarcely 
open to argument, and a volume 2 whose expressed purpose is to call the 
attention of the pulpit to the value of some of these great texts " and to 
offer a full exposition of them, illustrated throughout," awakens interest. 
The name of Dr. James Hastings upon the title-page serves to heighten 
this interest. Dr. Hastings does not propose to give a series of exposi- 
tory sermons ready made for the preacher, but to supply him with 

1 The Hebrew Prophets, or Patriots and Leaders of Israel. A textbook for students 
in secondary schools and for popular study. By Georgia Louise Chamberlin. Chicago: 
The University of Chicago Press, 191 1. Pp. xviii+237. $1.00 net. 

2 The Great Texts of the Bible. St. Mark. Edited by Rev. James Hastings, D.D. 
Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark. New York: Scribners, 1910. Pp. viii-r-515. 
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materials for a sermon, or in some instances sermons, on a given text. 
This should be borne in mind in forming an estimate of the work. For 
in almost no one of these studies do we have a sermon, but rather only 
what we are promised, sermon material. The author enjoys a well- 
deserved and very enviable reputation as a maker of dictionaries and 
encyclopedias and these discussions show the work of such a hand. 
They are quite full and cover a wide scope, and while arranged very 
carefully and orderly are somewhat lacking in the unity that belongs 
to a sermon. A very noticeable feature is the illustrations. They are 
dignified, fresh, pointed, and drawn from a wide field. One easily dis- 
cerns the value of Dr. Hastings' studies and correspondence in their 
collection. They are worthy of a place in a very high grade of preach- 
ing. In this phase of the work, in respect of both seed material and 
illustration, there is very much that is stimulating and helpful. No 
self-respecting preacher wants to find his sermon ready made for him, 
but he does welcome all that provokes and warms his own thought. 

But we are also led to expect a "full exposition" of the great texts 
of Mark. No one need quarrel with the author, in the main, for his 
choice of texts. While the twenty-four chosen may not exhaust the 
great texts of the gospel, they do belong to this class. It is, however, 
to be noted that 16:19 is used with virtual indifference to the critical 
question of its authenticity. In a volume which proposes to be some- 
thing of a guide in the use of texts this procedure is hardly defensible. 
The pulpit cannot safely adopt such a principle. 

But the work is open to further criticism. We have ample discussions 
but they can hardly be called expositions. Take, e.g., the discussion 
of the temptation. It is divided into five parts: (1) "The Driving of 
the Spirit"; (2) "The Wilderness"; (3) "Satan"; (4) "The Wild 
Beasts"; and (5) "The Ministering Angels." Under "The Driving of 
the Spirit" the third section is devoted to "why he was tempted." The 
answer is: (1) because he was a man and temptation belongs to man; 
(2) that we might know him to be man; (3) that he might assure us of 
his sympathy; (4) that Satan might be defeated. It is quite evident 
that the lines of this discussion are determined by the interests of sys- 
tematic theology and not by the spirit of exposition. Many true and 
edifying things are said concerning the temptation of both Jesus and 
ourselves but there is no attempt even to find the inner meaning of the 
experience for Jesus. The whole discussion contains too largely moral- 
izing reflections upon the drapery of the story. To ask in what way the 
ministry of the angels "may be thought of," or to find in the wild beasts 
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the symbol of the wild beasts that are always present with us in tempta- 
tion; or to suggest that he looked upon them as sharers in the curse he 
had come to remove and longed for the day which Isaiah saw in vision, 
when the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and that when he "beheld 
them in his dumb agony, did they not cease one moment to groan and 
to travail, as if they saw their hope in His grief," is surely to have left 
the field of exposition for that of fancy. It should not be forgotten that 
it is "only the mind of the spirit which is the Word" and that a great 
American teacher has told us that "if we take the passage of Scripture 
in a sense entirely foreign to what the sacred writer designed, it is no 
longer passage of Scripture at all. It is merely words of Scripture" used 
to convey another thought. It is not complimentary to the Scriptures 
in general or the great texts in particular to turn aside from the endeavor 
to find their plain and natural meaning, to reflections of an allegorical 
or spiritualizing character in order that we may have a message. If 
these great texts possess no value for the pulpit from a plain exposition 
of their contents, then they are without value at all. We need waste 
no time upon them. 

Not all these discussions reflect this characteristic to the same extent, 
and in some, e.g., the one on "the eternal sin," there is a close approxi- 
mation to a genuine exposition. If the studies had been predominantly 
marked by this spirit the book could be cordially commended. It 
contains so much good material that one can but wish that it did not 
fail in this main task. The volume contains much sermon material but 
not sermons. This is count one, in its favor. It has much expository 
material but lacks the spirit of exposition. This is count two, against 
it. 

John W. Bailey 
Peixa, Ia. 



